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Welcome from the Head Teacher 

I would like to offer you and your family a very warm welcome to Cage Green Primary School and look forward to the opportunity of working in partnership with you during your child’s time in school. 

Cage Green has high expectations and its ethos both encourages and promotes the best traditional values. Achieving high levels of literacy and numeracy for all our pupils continue to be key priorities for the school, but our commitment to encouraging them to “ work hard “, “ be kind “ and “ make friends “ provides us with an important focus for developing the whole child. 

All members of staff are strongly committed to achieving a happy, secure and supportive environment which we believe to be fundamental to the achievement of high standards of teaching and learning.
Cage Green recognises the critical role of parents in the learning process and you can be assured that we will work closely with you in many different ways 

to enable your child to grow and develop with confidence as an independent learner, fully prepared and equipped for meeting the future challenges at Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2 and at the point of entry to Secondary education at Key Stage 3.

Although the school website provides you with the key information about the school’s aims, curriculum and school activities, we recognise the importance of first hand knowledge, through visiting the school to see all of the pupils and teachers at work and meeting with myself and other members of the Leadership Group.
Visits to the school are warmly welcomed.
Karen Clarke,

Headteacher

Admission and Organisation of Classes
In line with the Local Authority’s admission’s policy, our youngest pupils are admitted to the school in September. The intake is not initially organised as two distinct classes as our large, well equipped open plan learning environment is used flexibly to provide for whole cohort and individual learning opportunities.
After the first term we are able to begin to consider the future formation of two classes of pupils. We look carefully at the needs of the children and the different qualities and attributes they demonstrate. We then aim to create classes that have a balance of boys and girls, a mix of ages, a range of abilities and a good social mix.  However, we continue to take a flexible approach and will not fully determine the classes until the children are ready to make the transition to Year 1.  We do exercise sensitivity and professionalism during this process and we recognise that where there are special family circumstances we will take this into consideration.
We are able to admit up to 30 pupils in our Key Stage 1 classes (Years R,1 and 2) and 32 in our Key Stage 2 classes (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6).  We admit up to 27 pupils within our Autistic Provision and these pupils are included in our total admission number for each Year Group. Where classes have reached their maximum size and a Parent/Carer requires a place for their child(ren), an Appeals procedure relating to school admissions is operated by the Local Authority. In such circumstances the school will provide all information in this regard, including the LA’s contact number and name relating to Admission Appeals. 

For admission to all classes in the school the sole criteria for admission is 

a) children in the care of the Local Authority (Looked After Children)
b) children with a Statement of Special Educational Need where Cage Green Primary School is named on the Statement
c) siblings

d) proximity to the school
The school will ensure that in terms of its organisation of classes, the needs of the children are the most important priority and we aim to achieve a constructive dialogue with parents prior to the child’s start so that all factors can be considered enabling best placement to be secured. 

The composition of both main school classes in each Year Group will be retained right throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Only in very specific circumstances would the composition of a class be re-organised. 

The composition of classes within our Autistic Provision is of necessity completely flexible dependent upon the needs of the children and this may vary year on year.

For all the children admitted at any point during an academic year their allocated class teacher(s) will be responsible for teaching them all elements of the National Curriculum and Religious Education. However, the school recognises the important role that subject specialists can play in raising standards of pupils’ achievement, and therefore there will be occasions when classes may be taught by a specialist teacher from a different part of the school. In this regard, the pupils are taught French in Key Stage Two and a specialist music teacher works with classes throughout the school. 
Pupils arriving at Cage Green from other schools: 

For pupils who transfer to Cage Green from other schools, information relating to their previous experience, including Annual Reports etc. is sought by our staff at the earliest opportunity to ensure the best possible transition and to support the pupil’s continuity of education. If a pupil has Special Educational Needs it is especially important that all the necessary information is made available quickly so that we can make appropriate arrangements to safeguard the pupil’s needs. Prior to the date of transfer, but usually soon after a place has been secured 

for a pupil, we aim to talk with the Parent/Carer about the child’s needs, his/her academic strengths and points for development as well as their interests, likes and dislikes and social skills. In advance of receiving any formal records, this exchange of information is deemed to be extremely valuable and very supportive. 
Main Aims (including pupils in the Early Years as well as in Key Stage 1 and 2) 

The School Governors have approved a Statement of Aims for the education of the pupils at Cage Green.
Our main aims are: 
To provide a broad and balanced education so that every pupil achieves his or her full potential. 

To ensure that pupils enjoy learning, feel confident, and are equally valued and fully inclusive participators in all areas of school learning. 

To encourage promote and secure for all pupils the experience of success and 

genuine achievement and to instil in them the importance of striving to attain the 

highest possible standards of performance at all times. 

Our Curriculum aims, through highly effective curriculum planning and 

teaching, provide opportunities for pupils to: 

• Acquire the skills of literacy, oracy and numeracy and apply them across the

curriculum

• Develop lively, imaginative and enquiring minds 

• Develop the ability to question and argue rationally and to communicate appropriately 

• Develop personal moral values, tolerance and respect for other beliefs and cultures 

• Develop a concern for the environment and an understanding of the changing world in which they live 

• Acquire physical skills, aesthetic sensitivity and an appreciation of the arts 

• Appreciate and value their personal achievements and those of others. 
At the beginning of each term, parents will receive written information in the form of a pamphlet, outlining the range of work children will be undertaking during that term and the expectations for learning. The work programme and how it is taught is very much underpinned by the aims of the school. The pamphlets relating to the Year Group that your child will be entering are enclosed with this brochure for your information. The content of learning for each term may be subject to change. 
The school day, security and pupil welfare 

• Morning Session 8.55 am to 12.00 midday (Reception/Year 1/Year 2)
  8.55 am to 12.20 pm (Year 3/Year 4/Year 5 and Year 6) 

• Morning Break-time 10.30 am to 10.45 am 

• Lunchtime: 12.00 noon to 1.15 pm (Reception and Year1/Year 2 

• Lunchtime: 12.20 pm to 1.20 pm (Year 3/Year 4/Year 5 and Year 6)
• Afternoon Session 1.15 pm to 3.15 pm (Key Stage 1) 

• Afternoon Session: 1.20 pm to 3.20 pm (Key Stage 2) 

The school day begins at 8.55 a.m. and children are allowed to come onto the school site from 8.45 a.m. The school day ends at 3.15 p.m. for pupils in the Early Years classes and in Key Stage 1 (Infants) and at 3.20 p.m. for pupils in Key Stage 2 (Juniors). 

Our  playgrounds are supervised from 8.45 a.m. by members of staff and also at the end of the day for 10 minutes after the finish of the afternoon sessions. 

Pupils who have not been met by parents/carers by 3.25 p.m. (Infants) and 3.30 p.m. (Juniors) will be accompanied by staff back into the main school building and will be supervised in the Reception area by a designated member of the Leadership Group. The senior member of staff will liaise with a member of the school’s administration staff with a view to making contact with the parents/carers of those pupils who still remain at school. 

In the interests of the pupils and staff at Cage Green and to secure their safety and welfare, video surveillance is operational around the school site and the school gates are locked shortly after both the start of the school day and at the end of the afternoon session. Access by parents and visitors in to the school building always requires authorisation and an official Cage Green security badge will be issued by the administrative staff to all adults who have been granted that authorisation. In the best interests of everyone, visitors on the school site 

not wearing an approved badge will be challenged. To support our Fire Safety procedures all visitors are required to complete an entry in the Visitors Book both on arrival and also at the end of their visit to the school. Visitors will also be provided with information about where to go in the event of a fire/emergency on site during their visits.
Cage Green is able to provide Disabled access to the school in to the main school building.

Lunch and playtime arrangements/drinks 
Children in Key Stage One are provided with fruit under the Government’s Fruit Scheme.  Parents of pupils in Key Stage Two may provide a piece of fruit for their child to eat at morning break.  Parents may also order cartons of milk for their child if they so wish.  Information may be obtained from the school office.
Unless we have a written request from parents for children to leave the premises at lunchtime, all children are expected to remain in school. This is purely for matters relating to the safety and welfare of pupils and is particularly important in the event of any emergency.   Requests for lunchtime absence should be addressed in the first instance to the child’s class teacher. 

Lunch time supervisors are employed to assist with the organisation and supervision of pupils between Mid-day and 1.15 pm each day and they are supported in their role by the Senior Midday Meals Supervisor whose job is to ensure that lunchtime works well and is enjoyed fully by all the pupils at the school. The school provides equipment to support the pupils’ playtimes both at morning play and at lunchtime. For pupils in Key Stage 1 who would benefit from organised activities to support their social skills and develop confidence and 

self-esteem, the school provides activity sessions inside the classrooms on a 

number of days each week.
During lunchtime playtimes our Infant (Key Stage 1), pupils also benefit from our ‘Buddy’ scheme operated by our oldest pupils in Year 6. The Year 6 pupils have  the responsibility of leadership and enjoying playing the games with younger children, they provide real encouragement to the younger pupils to join in, take turns and to share with other children. 
Meal options 

Pupils may: 

1. Remain in school and purchase a meal. We ask that all lunch money is brought into school in a sealed envelope with your child’s name, class teacher’s name and the amount, written on the outside. Please do not put anything else in the envelope. The cost of a school meal is currently £1.90 for pupils in both Key Stage 1 and in Key Stage 2. Payments should be made on the first school day of the week and meals can also be purchased in advance for a period of up to half a term. 
2. Remain in school and eat a packed lunch brought from home. Packed lunch meals for all pupils in the school may be eaten in classrooms or in the hall between mid-day and the close of lunchtime at 1.15 p.m. All meals, whether cooked by the school or brought in from home are supervised by the Mid-day Supervisory staff. 
3. Go home; provided a written request has been made by parents. 
Pupils are given plenty of time to eat their lunches and despite the difficulties that we do have with available space inside the building, pupils are not pressured into eating their lunch quickly in order to release space for other pupils. We do of course expect all pupils to conduct themselves sensibly, whether they be eating school lunches or packed lunches and we do place due emphasis on good manners. Unnecessary talking is not acceptable, particularly when eating food and the importance of other good eating habits, sitting properly and eating over the table, not rushing eating, using knives, forks and spoons properly and 

cleaning up any spillage of food they make (if appropriate), are consistently reinforced by the adult supervisors. 

In the interests of safety, pupils who have packed lunches are reminded of the risk to other pupils of bringing in to school items of food that may trigger an allergic reaction eg peanut allergy. 
‘The Contract Dining Company’, the school’s meals contractor ensures that all its meals are ‘safe’ in this regard, but the school encourages all parents/carers whose child(ren) is/are new to Cage Green, to meet with the Head of Kitchen  to discuss any aspects of the lunches that are provided. We understand that parents may be uncertain in the first few weeks as to whether they would like their child to have a meal prepared by our contractors or for their child to bring in their own packed lunch. 

If parents/carers would like an appointment with the Head of Kitchen, this can be made by telephoning our school office. 

To support the school’s commitment to healthy lifestyles we encourage all pupils to drink water in school. Water containers can be accessed throughout the school day at designated times planned by the Class teacher.  The school’s Parent Teacher Associations very generously supply each child in school with a new plastic drinks bottle at the beginning of the Autumn Term and also contribute to the costs of providing access to cooled water. All plastic drinks containers should be marked with the child’s name and taken home weekly to be washed.
Please note: 
In times of hardship, unemployment, changes in family circumstances etc., free lunches are often able to be provided by the Local Authority. If Parents contact the school office in the first instance, concerns in relation to such matters will be dealt with sensitively and confidentially. 
Clothing and School Uniform 

We appreciate the support and encouragement given by parents to the wearing of school uniform.
The school uniform is composed of common sense items of clothing, which are both practical and smart and also easily obtained from the school.
• Boys:- White shirt, grey trousers or shorts and Cage Green sweatshirt (winter) 
• Girls: -White blouse, grey skirt/trousers Cage Green sweatshirt (winter). 
• Cage Green T-shirts for summer wear for boys and girls and blue and white dresses for girls during summer time, should all clearly be marked. 

• School shoes, (not trainers please) black in colour, should also be marked with your child’s name as well as all PE kit which comprises of shorts, a T-shirt or leotard in any combination of plain navy or plain white, and plimsolls. 

• Hats, gloves, coats, scarves, bags, lunch boxes, drinks container, vest, and socks also require marking with your child’s name. 
P E & GAMES:

Indoor

Boys and girls – house colour or plain white t shirt (with school logo, optional), blue or black shorts, black plimsolls

Outdoor

Boys and girls: house colour or plain white t shirt (with school logo, optional), blue or black shorts, black plimsolls 

Dark coloured tracksuit/jumper may be worn when weather gets colder.  Old trainers would be useful for field-work. 
Trainers should not be worn to and from school, or during class time.

Wellington boots may be worn to and from school during inclement weather, but children should change into shoes on arrival at school. Outdoor coats should be plain without fashion logos.  Denim jackets are not permitted. An apron or old shirt is essential for Art and Craft lessons.

Unsuitable footwear can cause accidents and we ask therefore that all pupils come to school in appropriate shoes/sandals. We also ask that jewellery and make–up is not worn and that for safety reasons, pupils with pierced ears only wear studs. Our Home/School Agreement which we ask Parents and Pupils to sign before they start at cage Green includes reference to the wearing of school uniform and we thank Parents for their support in this matter. 

Physical education activities take place regularly each week and as pupils are required to undress we ask that all clothing is marked with the child’s name so that lost clothing can be found and returned swiftly. Lost property is kept by the school and every half term the school organises a display of all unmarked items. This takes place on the playground and advance notice is given through the school Newsletter. 

We would ask that Parents supply their child(ren) with an appropriate sized bag to transport their P.E. kit to and from school. Our cloakroom space, throughout the school, is extremely limited and in the interests of the health and safety of everyone who uses those areas, we would ask that overlarge bags are not brought into the building. 

PARENTS AND SCHOOL 

Safeguarding the welfare of all our pupils is at the heart of everything that we do at Cage Green and their happiness is of great concern. We therefore encourage and expect them to discuss any aspects of school life which worries them and to share with us any injustice (real or imagined) which they have experienced or felt. The Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher, Head of Autistic Provision, Assistant Headteacher, SENCO, Class teachers, Teaching Assistants, Lunchtime Coordinators and Supervisor, the Site Manager and all staff at the school, all play their part in helping pupils to resolve difficulties and to manage matters of a personal and social nature.
The school provides further opportunities within which pupils are encouraged to express their feelings and raise issues of concern including through our School Council.
Circle Time – A regular class opportunity for all pupils to share issues relating to aspects within the personal, social education and citizenship curriculum is a very important regular timetabled feature and entitlement for every child. Such opportunities are held in high regard by the school and are so important in enabling us to maintain high standards and secure the happiness of every individual child. 
Keeping in contact and Informal and Formal Meetings with Parents/Carers 

Where a situation occurs which the school believes requires your involvement, as a result of illness or an accident, we will contact you immediately using the telephone numbers you have given us. Your contact numbers, particularly for emergencies, are crucial and if your circumstances do change, please let us know straight away. We do appreciate it if you can keep us well informed on any issue that may affect your child i.e: 

• If your child tells you about someone or something at school that concerns him/her, then please share this with us. What initially may be very simple to sort out, if left could become a major problem for everyone concerned, particularly for your child. 

• When he/she is ill at home and unable to come to school, please telephone the school office on the first day. If the illness continues, please send a letter of explanation on your child’s return to school to the class teacher. 

• If your transport arrangements change and you experience difficulties in getting your child to school before 8.55 a.m. or picking him/her up at the end of the day. 

• If you are not able to bring your child to school or collect him/her as a result of changed circumstances and a friend or designated carer does this on your behalf. 

• If you experience domestic difficulties and this may have the potential to unsettle your child emotionally and socially. 

• If your child has a specific medical problem. 

• If your child is behaving at home in a way that is causing the family anxiety and you are uncertain as to what the trigger is and how best to respond. 

• If you are uncertain about something that has been asked of you by the school. 
Likewise, if we are concerned about something or need some clarification about an issue connected to your child, we will make contact with you as quickly as we can. Apart from such occasions, the school organises two formal meetings a year to enable you to gain an understanding about how well your child has settled into school and the progress he or she has made. In the Summer term, you will receive a report illustrating your child’s achievements and the progress he/she has made as well as being given a formal opportunity to meet with your child’s Class teacher to discuss the report if this is requested. 

There are other opportunities throughout the year for parents to meet with teachers and advance notification for these events is given via the school newsletter or by letter from the teachers of individual classes. 

Helping in School

Parents have many skills and talents that can benefit our pupils and the school welcomes the involvement of Parents and values the support they can give to learning. If a Parent is interested in working voluntarily in the school, we would ask that they contact the school so that we can include their details, including availability, specific interests and skills etc. on our Parent/Carer Helper Register. We will also require all Parents to be Criminal Records Bureau checked to secure the safety and welfare of all our pupils and staff. 

Homework      Home/School Agreement
Home/School Agreement is the title of the school’s policy document relating to Homework. The information sets out the expectations for home study and the frequency of homework for pupils in all our classes and the range of curriculum areas pupils will be required to work on at home. The school recognises the crucial role that Parents play in supporting homework and that there may be occasions when because of a change in domestic circumstances, some pupils may not be able to meet the school’s expectations.   Copies are available on request.
The Home/School Agreement document provides all relevant information about homework and class teachers will notify the parents/carers of the children early on in the Autumn Term about the day(s) on which homework will be sent and other aspects of its organisation. This is likely to vary according to the Year Group a pupil is in, but all learning at home will be based upon the principles and philosophy of the agreed school policy. 

Again, our Home/ School Agreement reinforces the need for good communication between the school and the home and the importance of sharing information sooner rather than later. 

Attendance/Illness 

All children are expected to attend school regularly. 

In cases of illness or exceptional circumstances relating to non-attendance, parents are asked to notify the school in writing on their child’s return to school. If your child will be away from school for 3 days or more because of illness, a telephone call to the school office is essential on the first day of absence. By doing this we will then be able to fulfil our legal requirements regarding the registration of pupils and record the reason for absence in the class register. All absences for which we do not receive valid reasons are shown as unauthorised absences on the pupil’s Annual Report. ALL unauthorised absences or 

frequent absences are monitored and in persistent or long-term cases the school will call upon the Education Welfare Officer to visit the child’s home.
The attendance rate at Cage Green for the academic year 2008/2009 was above the national average at 94.34% and the rate of unauthorised absence (0.2%). 

The school’s position on attendance and authorised and unauthorised absences is as follows: 

Categorisation of Absence at Cage Green Primary School 

Lateness: 

• Pupils who arrive late can cause disruption to both the teacher and the other pupils in the class. There are occasions when the lateness is unavoidable, due to difficulties at home or transport related problems. However, if a pupil arrives in the classroom after the register has been taken at the beginning of the morning session, he or she is deemed as late and the register will be marked accordingly. 

• Regular lateness will necessitate contact between the school and the home and could involve the Education Welfare Officer. 

• The school expects all children to be on their playground to meet their teacher at 8.55 a.m. and at 1.15 p.m. for those pupils who go home for lunch. 
Unauthorised and Authorised Absence 

Holidays in Term Time: 

• The school acknowledges that for a very small number of families, taking their child(ren) on holiday during term-time is the only opportunity they may have. Any request in this regard will require reasonable justification before approval can be given.

• However apart from special circumstances, we discourage the taking of holidays in term-time and would be likely not to approve any requests from families where past attendance has been irregular or where there are clearly no special circumstances to warrant the child’s (children’s) absence from school.

• A ‘holiday’ during term-time, whether taken as a succession of one or two days over a number of weeks or as a ‘blocked’ period can be disruptive to a child’s social and academic development as well as likely to give an inappropriate message to the child about the value of education.

• If we do not agree the absence for your child and a holiday is still taken, absence will be unauthorised. 

• If a holiday has been agreed, due to special circumstances, but the period of absence is longer than agreed, any extra time will be recorded as unauthorised.

• If a child fails to return to school within 10 school days of the agreed return date, we may exercise the option of deleting the child from the roll of the school. This would only come into force in extreme circumstances, after exhaustive enquiries had been made.

• If we do approve a holiday during term-time and that would only be in 

exceptional circumstances, ten school days would be the maximum period of 

absence allowed during the whole of an academic year. 
Authorised Absences 

The following categories of absence are permitted and requests for time out of 

school during term-time are likely to be approved by the school. 

• Illness, medical, dental appointments and visits to other schools and other educational establishments for examinations, interviews etc. 

• Being absent from registration because of a medical or dental appointment is deemed as authorised, but we would appreciate in the interests of your child, if appointments could be made out of school hours, however we also recognise 

 that this is not always possible. It is important that parents inform their child’s teacher in advance of any appointment, or contact the school office if the appointment is an emergency one. A letter explaining the absence is always preferable to a telephone call. Thank you. 

• If the school becomes concerned about the authenticity of any illness, the school may in certain circumstances consult its Education Welfare Officer and the School Health service or the pupil’s GP. 
Days of religious observance 

• Absence from school to take part in any day set aside exclusively for religious 

observance by the religious body to which the parents belong, including religious 

festivals will be authorised by the school. 

• We encourage all parents to give advance notice to their child’s teacher or the school office, particularly if the period of religious observance is likely to last for a long period of time. 
Exclusion 

• A pupil who is excluded from school, for a fixed period in line with Cage Green’s 

Behaviour Policy, will remain on the school roll and the absence will be treated as authorised. 

• Any pupil, who is permanently excluded from the school, their absence is also deemed as being authorised while any review or appeal is in progress. 

• If a permanent exclusion is confirmed, the pupil’s name will be removed from the school’s roll on the school day either: after the appeal committee’s confirmation of permanent exclusion; or an expiry of the time allowed for appeals to be made; or, if before that, the pupil takes up a place elsewhere. In the meanwhile, absence will be recorded as authorised. 

• The class teacher of any excluded pupil remaining on the school roll will provide 

appropriate work during the absence period. 

The responsibility for collecting and returning work to the child’s class teacher for 

marking, rests with the parent/carer. 

Traveller pupils 

• While a pupil is away from school travelling, the child’s name will remain on the roll of the school and the absence will be recorded as authorised. 

• Distance learning packs for ‘Traveller pupils’ are not an alternative to attendance at school. 
Family bereavements 

• We will respond sensitively to all requests in this category and are able to exercise discretion regarding the attendance at funerals or associated events. 

• We would be grateful if parents could contact the Headteacher directly in matters regarding family bereavements. 
Special Occasions 

• There are exceptional occasions which may warrant leave of absence. 

• Any requests for child absence within this category will be examined carefully, taking into account advance notice given by the parent, the pupil’s overall attendance pattern and the nature and frequency of the ‘event’. 
Public Performances 

• The Local Authority must issue a licence for a pupil to take part in a public performance. 

• Agreed participation by the LA for a child’s absence from school to take part in a public performance, will be treated by the school as authorised. 

Excessive absence of a pupil for entertainment and public performances is likely to result in absence from school being deemed as unauthorised. 

The Headteacher and the Deputy Headteacher in her absence are the only designated members of staff in the school able to determine the legitimacy of school absence as well as giving approval, where appropriate, for requests from parents for their child(ren) to be absent from Cage Green. 

An example of the application form for requesting an Authorised Absence during term time is included within the brochure for your information. 
Medicines in school 

All medicines should be administered to children at home. However, if there are 

circumstances when medicine needs to be administered at school, eg asthma medication, we ask that it is clearly labelled, with the child’s name and clear instructions relating to the dosage and frequency and is supported by a letter from the home authorising the school for its administration. Our desire and aim is to support the needs of pupils in the best possible way, but at the same time, taking into account all aspects of health and safety in relation to the storage and administration of medicines, the availability of trained staff, and the practical 

logistics of supporting an extremely large pupil community of well over 400 pupils. 

THE GOVERNORS 

The full Governing Body meets at least once a term (6 times per year). The minutes of these meetings are displayed on the noticeboard on the school playgrounds as well as in the school’s main reception area. 
Currently, the following Governing Body Committees operate: 
Personnel, Pay and Performance

Disciplinary Panel (Staff)

Appeals Panel

Disciplinary Panel (Pupils)

Finance

Education Provision

Sites and Premises


School Improvement Plan Group

SEF (Self Evaluation Form) Group
The Parent Teacher Association 

The PTA (Cage Green Parent Association and PACT (Parents of Autistic Children in Tonbridge) is composed of parents and teachers and teaching support staff who work closely with the school to help support school improvement and enhance the quality of life for everyone at Cage Green. The PTA Committees organise social and fund-raising events for both adults and 

children and these are highly regarded within the school community. 

Any new parents wishing to know more about the PTAs are asked to contact them via the school office. 
Educational Provision and The National Curriculum and Religious Education

All pupils in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 work within the requirements of the National Curriculum and the locally agreed syllabus for Religious Education. These documents are kept in school and parents are welcome to view them by appointment. 

The National Curriculum Programmes of Study build upon a child’s experience and for those pupils beginning in Year 1, teaching aims to extend and develop their achievements from work in the Foundation Curriculum, thereby providing a continuity of education in the following areas: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication, Language and Literacy 

• Mathematical Development 

• Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

• Creative Development 

• Physical Development 
We aim to ensure that all our pupils are provided with relevant and appropriately challenging work at each Key Stage and that all curriculum opportunities are both broad and balanced. 

Cage Green is an inclusive school and we place great importance on the need to ensure that all our pupils are included equally in opportunities for learning. The school’s ethos and the values we practice and promote aim to secure equal opportunities for all the pupils at Cage Green whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, attainment and background. As a learning community all the staff work hard and are fully committed to securing the best provision for our pupils and the different groups that they may represent: 

• Girls and boys 

• Minority ethnic and faith groups, Travellers, Asylum Seekers and Refugees 

• EAL pupils (English as an Additional Language) 

• Special Educational Needs pupils 

• Looked after children 

• Sick children and those from ‘families under stress’ 

• Pupils at risk of exclusion 
Our Policy documents and Schemes of Work are subject to regular review to ensure that we take account of changes driven by National and Kent County Council LA initiatives and the school is involved in ongoing self-evaluation to ensure that our aims and those principles that support inclusion are being appropriately implemented. 

Programmes of Study 

We have provided Parents/Carers, with key information about the planned provision for pupils in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, and accompanying this brochure is an example of a ‘Parent Pamphlet’ that the school provides for a full half-term of work for the Year Group you are particularly interested in.
Language across the Curriculum 

Critical to the learning process at all stages of a pupil’s time at school is the acquisition of the key skills of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. 

Reading 

Being able to read accurately and with understanding ensures a child’s full access to the school’s broadly based curriculum. The school has fully embraced the Revised Framework for Literacy and Numeracy and aims to provide a rich and diverse range of opportunities. There are ten strands in the literacy strategy and these are:

1. speaking 

2. listening and responding 

3. group discussion and interaction 

4. drama 

5. word recognition: decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling) 

6. word structure and spelling 

7. understanding and interpreting texts 

8. engaging and responding to texts 

9. creating and shaping texts 

10. text structure and organisation 
Cage Green uses scheme and non-scheme based books through the reading materials it provides for school and home use, as well as within the designated daily Literacy lesson where dependent upon their age and ability, pupils are taught strategies to help them become confident and independent readers and to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment. The school’s planning ensures that pupils develop their reading skills beyond the timetabled Literacy lessons in all subjects of the National Curriculum and Religious Education  and that their reading experiences are rich and diverse. 

We aim to ensure that pupils are taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through a wide range of literature and non-fiction and non-literary texts. 

Eg: stories and poems from a range of cultures, playscripts, myths, legends and traditional stories, classic poetry, stories and poems with familiar settings and those based on imaginary or fantasy worlds, retellings of traditional language etc. 
By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils will have experience of working with dictionaries, encyclopaedias and other reference books, print and ICT based information texts, newspapers, brochures, advertisements, thesauruses, CD-ROMs, internet, biographies, letters etc .

Writing 

In writing, pupils at Key Stage 1 are helped to value and enjoy what they write and the emphasis is on helping pupils to communicate meaning in both narrative and non-fiction texts. 
Planning and drafting of writing is an important feature of the work that pupils are required to do and due weighting is placed upon the teaching of punctuation, spelling (both strategies for spelling and the checking of spelling), the development of legible handwriting and clear and neat presentation, some grammatical features of written standard English and the importance of language structure when composing texts. 

Pupils’ writing from across the curriculum will embrace many forms including narratives, instructions, records, lists, notes, poems, captions etc.. 

As pupils move through to Year 6 at the end of Key Stage 2, they will refine their skills as writers particularly in the planning, drafting and editing process. As at Key Stage 1, pupils use ICT for fiction and non-fiction writing in the school’s ICT suite and in the classrooms to help improve their writing. Understanding the importance of writing for a purpose and an audience in a range of forms including opinions, reviews, reports, explanations etc is a crucial part of the breadth of study within Key Stage 2.  However as well as building upon the development of handwriting and presentation skills, punctuation and spelling and exploring how the English Language can be used to express meaning in different ways, the 

pupils are helped to develop an understanding that writing is both essential to thinking and learning, as well as being enjoyable in its own right. 

Speaking and Listening at Key Stage 1 and 2 

Speaking and Listening is an important part of the whole school day with planned discussions with groups of pupils, and as a whole class in a wide range of different curriculum contexts aims to ensure that pupils learn to speak confidently and to listen to what others have to say.   We also use talk to enhance and improve childrens’ ideas before sitting down to complete a given written task.  

Drama provides pupils with opportunities to express their ideas and feelings in role as well as to remember the main points of what was said. All our pupils are involved in a number of high profile public performances throughout their time at school as well as being involved in a wide range of drama activities undertaken in the classroom as part of a programme of study in one or more subjects of the National Curriculum. 

Mathematics 

At Cage Green School we aim to provide children with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding that will help them make sense of the world around them as they grow and develop.  Learning opportunities are planned using the Revised Primary Framework for Mathematics which consists of seven strands (or areas of mathematics) as follows:

1. Using and applying mathematics 

2. Counting and understanding number 

3. Knowing and using number facts 

4. Calculating 

5. Understanding shape 

6. Measuring 

7. Handling data 
For information regarding the Primary Framework can be found at:

http;//nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/primary/primaryframework/mathematicsframework

Mathematics is taught daily, broadly in line with the format of the ‘Numeracy Lesson’ and for a minimum of 45 minutes per day in Key Stage One and 60 minutes per day in Key Stage Two.  Teachers use age appropriate objectives from the Framework and differentiate accordingly to ensure that all children are given the opportunity to learn at a level that is appropriate to their own needs.  Learning is often investigative and problem solving is used routinely to enable children to develop their mathematical thinking and apply their learning.
Science 

At Cage Green we have adopted the Kent Science Scheme, which aims to raise standards in Science through meeting the needs of children in different contexts.
Themes covered include Forces, ourselves, light, sound, electricity, materials, keeping healthy, green plants, habitats and living things.

Lessons are set within the context of Knowledge and Understanding, many of the lesson objectives and their associated levelled outcomes are investigation based.  Most lessons are based on scientific enquiry.  Children are actively involved in the planning stage, deciding what evidence to collect, carrying out investigations, recording results and answering scientific questions.

Assessment is a key element throughout the scheme, levelled outcomes for each task enable teachers to make assessments and to develop pupils’ skills and knowledge for the next lesson.  
The scheme provides interesting and challenging activities and the scientific vocabulary children need at both Key Stages.  The scheme builds upon previous knowledge and ensures there is continuity and progression as the children move through Year groups and Key Stages.

Special Educational Provision – Special Needs 

A child has Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty, which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. 

A child has a learning difficulty if he/she: 
a) Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of the pupils of the same age: 

b) Has a disability, or which prevents or hinders him/her from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for pupils of the same age in schools within the area of the LA: 

c) Is under compulsory school age and falls within the definition at (a) or (b) above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for him/her. 

d) A child must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the 

language or medium of communication of the home is different from the language in which he or she is or will be taught. 

Our policy aims to ensure that all pupils in our care are able to achieve their full potential and have full access to the school’s curriculum. Children may have Special Educational Needs either throughout, or at any time during their school career and it is therefore of critical importance that both the identification and assessment of their needs and regular monitoring of their performance is deemed as being a high priority. 

We follow the Government code of practice as instructed by the 1981, 1993 and 2001 Education Acts, whereby children are placed on the Special Needs register when concern is shown by home or school (concern about learning, behaviour or health which may affect their access to the full curriculum). 

The SEN Register reflects three levels of need and all parents of pupils who are receiving Special Educational Provision are informed by the school as required by Section 317A of the Education Act. We also believe that it is critical to secure the best possible partnership between the school and the home in order to successfully meet the special needs of each child and we will therefore share with parents those issues that would most benefit from home-support as well as provide practical help where appropriate. 

The 3 levels are called: 

• School Action 

• School Action Plus 

• Statutory Assessment* 
*For a very small number of pupils the school may apply to the LA for a Statutory 

Assessment of Special Educational Needs if the child’s needs have not been met by interventions at School Action or School Action Plus. The LA seeks comprehensive advice before determining whether a formal ‘Statement’ is needed. Decisions are based upon a wide range of evidence, from the school, outside agencies, the parents and, where possible, the pupils themselves. 

Margaret Foster, SENCO, manages issues relating to pupils with Special Needs. He works closely with children, parents, class teachers and outside agencies such as the LA’s School Psychological Service and Education Welfare Service etc. 

In many situations, children’s special needs have already been identified prior to their start at Cage Green and wherever possible we will ensure continuity of support and make all the necessary preparations, working with the external agencies where necessary prior to a child’s start in September or at any other time of the year. However, some children’s special needs are not so readily identified and acted upon prior to their admission to Cage Green. The school therefore places appropriate emphasis on early identification, assessment and intervention in order to ensure that teaching is appropriately matched to a child’s individual needs at the point at which he/she arrives at the school. 

In our planning for the National Curriculum and Religious Education we aim to ensure that children of differing abilities and ages are taught at the appropriate level within the class group. In a class of thirty children abilities differ widely and it is important that we identify, as quickly as we possibly can, the strengths and weaknesses of the children, both academically and socially. Through continuous assessment we will help each child to make the best possible progress and achieve their full potential. Individual Education Plans and Provision Maps for some Special Needs pupils, identifying areas for development and particular targets for improvement are an essential tool in helping such pupils to make the best possible progress throughout their time at school. 

Gifted and Talented Provision 

The school has a policy relating to Gifted and Talented pupils and plans to provide specialist teaching in Mathematics for designated pupils who are currently in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 who have been identified as being particularly able. This provision will aim to extend and enrich pupils’ Mathematical experiences and much of the focus of what they do is crucial to problem solving and mathematical thinking.   Currently some year 5 and 6 students attend Tonbridge Girls Grammar School to participate in the Juniors’ Maths Challenge.

The school also provides Gifted and Talented provision for our Able Writers and last year a group of year 6 students attended an Able Writers course.  We look forward to being able to implement other initiatives in the future. 

Design and Technology 

The school is guided in its planning for the Design and Technology Programmes of Study by the Qualifications and Assessment Authority (QCA) documents used by all class teachers. 
Design and Technology across Key Stage 1 and 2 involves pupils in designing and making assignments using a range of materials, including food, electrical and mechanical components, mouldable materials, stiff and flexible sheet materials, and textiles. The QCA Programmes of Study ensure that pupils develop knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes which will enable them to engage in a broad range of creative activities in response to identified needs and problems. 

Information and Communication Technology 

At Cage Green we use the Kent ICT Scheme which is based around five themes that help embed ICT as an aid to learning across the curriculum.  To ensure pupils receive a broad and balanced ICT experience all five themes are addressed in each year group.  This will involve some discrete ICT teaching but wherever possible it is embedded within cross curricular teaching/learning.
The five themes are:

1.  Reach and E-awareness,

2.  Handling data

3.  Modelling and simulation

4.  Control and Sensing

5.  Communication

The scheme builds upon previous knowledge and ensures there is continuity and progression as the children move through Year groups and Key Stages.

To embed ICT each classroom is equipped with an interactive whiteboard and three computers.  We also have an ICT suite, which is timetabled for all classes.  All computers are networked and have internet access.  We have a wide range of specialist ICT equipment; cameras, microscope, microphones, roamers, video camera and access to data loggers/laptops/video cameras through a share scheme with other local primary schools.

The school has an e-safety policy which ensures all staff and pupils are aware of data protection and internet issues.

Geography 

Throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils are involved in investigating a variety of people, places and environments both locally, and further afield in the United Kingdom and also abroad. Geographical enquiry is undertaken inside and outside the classrooms and pupils are taught key skills such as; observing and recording, asking geographical questions, analysing evidence and drawing conclusions etc. To support the development of those key skills, pupils learn about vocabulary specific to the subject, the use of globes, maps and plans at a range of scales, fieldwork techniques and instruments, and the use of secondary 

sources of information including aerial photographs etc. Our Programmes of Study include a focus on the importance of what pupils should know and understand about the places they are studying and particularly on environmental issues which relate to how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Environmental change and sustainable development are areas of Geographical study which are especially important for the future of all our pupils. 

History 
Like Geography, History is taught within specific themes with clearly identified learning objectives. Pupils learn about peoples’ lives and lifestyles including those of significant men, women and children as well as events from the recent and more distant past in our own area, further afield in Britain as well as across the wider world.
Chronological understanding is central to an understanding of History and our expectation is that as pupils move into KS2 they will be expected to be able to place events, people and changes into correct periods of time as well as using dates and vocabulary appropriately and with accuracy. Acquiring appropriate knowledge and understanding about the periods and the people of the time, including their characteristic features, their social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity and being able to give reasons for, and the results of, the main historical events and changes, enables pupils to learn not only how the past is different from the present but how and why historical developments have shaped the world and their lives. 

Art and Design 

Cage Green is guided by the Unit Plans from the QCA enabling pupils to build upon their knowledge, skills and understanding as they move through the school from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2. Pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding is taught through a range of practical activities involving pupils working both on their own and also in collaboration with their peers. Experience with a wide range of materials and tools within painting, collage, print making, textiles, sculpture and digital media on different scales enables pupils to understand the characteristics and potential for creativity. Pupils are taught how to best represent their ideas and feelings and to communicate what they see, feel and think and are helped in this through their study of the work of sculptors, painters, photographers, textile designers from different times and cultures. During their time at Cage Green, pupils also work with artists as well as participating in educational visits.  earning to evaluate their own work and that of others is an essential part of the Art and Design programme. 

Music 

Musical experiences for all pupils include exposure to a wide variety of live and recorded music from different times and cultures. Pupils are taught to listen with concentration and with an attention to detail in order to help them understand appreciate and enjoy music as well as how to respond in different ways to it. Through classroom music and regular singing practice pupils are taught how to play tuned and untuned instruments with control and rhythmic accuracy and to use their voices expressively in songs, rhymes and chants. 
Pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding is developed across Key Stage 1 and 2 within a practical music framework where the emphasis is on activities that integrate three main musical elements of: 

• Performing 

• Composing 

• Appraising 
The quality and range of music within the school is enhanced through the work of the visiting peripatetic teachers from Kent Music School and Music For Schools Foundation  and the extra-curricular activities provided for the school’s choirs and instrumental music groups by our own music teachers. 
Cage Green choirs and bands have performed at local churches, festivals, residential homes and at our school fayre.  We also held a Musical Evening for the enjoyment of parents and carers.
Physical Education 

The school promotes the acquisition of skills in a range of physical activities, including athletics, swimming and outdoor pursuits at Key Stage 2, dance, games and gymnastics and encourage children to enjoy all physical activities and to help them see the benefits of exercise and a healthy lifestyle. 
Physical Education is a practical subject and teachers aim in their planning to ensure that the knowledge, skills and understanding essential to pupils’ progress and performance is embodied within all the activities that they ate engaged in. Fitness, health and personal safety are important elements of the school’s programme and warm-ups prior to every lesson help pupils prepare appropriately for the different activities. 

The school has successfully been involved in a variety of competitive sports with other schools, both locally and regionally. Although competition beyond the school is important and aids collaborative teamwork as well enabling pupils to recognise their own strengths and shortcomings and evaluate their performance, the school’s overriding aim is to help all its pupils to enjoy being active and to encourage them to use their creativity and imagination in construction and purposeful physical activity. Fair play and good sporting behaviour are considered by the school to be very important and are essential elements of the Physical Education Programme of Study for all pupils in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Cage Green currently runs extra-curricular sporting activities , dependent upon the time of year, in hockey, netball, football, rugby, cross-country, cricket and athletics. 
The school has received the ‘Activemark 2008’ from the DfES acknowledging the work of the school in Physical Education. 

Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship (PSHE & C) 

The school’s PSHE & C programme aims to help all our pupils acquire the necessary skills, knowledge and understanding that they need to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to become informed, active, responsible citizens. 
Cage Green’s strong ethos actively promotes, supports and secures high standards of personal behaviour and our pupils are helped to learn about their own and other people’s feelings and develop an awareness of the views, needs and rights of their peers and older people. The school celebrates in particular the achievements of pupils who demonstrate kindness and friendship and places due emphasis on the importance of developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people, both of which are an essential part of life and learning. 
Our policies for Behaviour and Discipline and Racial Equality reflect the importance we place upon these aspects of our curricular provision and in our day to day dealings with both pupils and adults, equal opportunities and inclusive practice are always at the forefront of everything that we try to do. Regular class ‘Circle Time’ opportunities provide an opportunity for all our pupils to reflect upon their experiences leading to an understanding about how they are developing personally and socially. The PSHE & C curriculum across key Stage 1 and 2 tackles many of the key spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues that are central to the process of growing up between the ages of 5 and 11 years as well as preparation for Key Stage 3 and the world of work. 

The school actively supports a range of charities and fundraising activities organised by the pupils and these take place on a regular basis each term. Our School Council for pupils in Key Stage 2, the ‘Buddy System’ for Key Stage 1 playtimes and the school responsibilities undertaken by pupils in their final year, all contribute fully to the life of the school and its place in the community. Recent links were to Demelza House and Great Ormond Street Hospital and our current Charity of the Year is ‘Make A Wish’.

Behaviour and Discipline 

The school’s policy for Behaviour and Discipline including our position on Anti-Bullying is available to Parents/Carers on request. 

Racial Equality 

The school’s policy for Racial Equality is also available to Parents/Carers. 

R E and Collective Worship 

School assemblies take place each day either in the school hall or in classrooms. These enable teachers and pupils to celebrate and reflect upon, through readings, music, speaking, prayer and song etc., matters of a spiritual nature. Acts of Collective Worship also provide an appropriate vehicle through which aspects relating to our moral well-being and service to society can also be shared, supporting the schools’ Personal, Social Education and Citizenship curriculum. Our assemblies include direct acts of Christian worship. Monday is a special day of the week when we celebrate pupil achievement in all of its diverse 

forms, but particularly so in relation to “ Working Hard “ , “ Making Friends “ and “ Being Kind”.  On Fridays there is always a class assembly where pupils can show the rest of the school their work. 
Religious Education is compulsory in all State Schools and regular lessons are given, with work often incorporated in other subjects across the schools’ broadly based curriculum. The school follows the Kent agreed syllabus for R E, which incorporates study of the Christian faith as well as an introduction to other main faiths. 

The Education Act allows parents with other faiths the right to withdraw their children from R E lessons and from the assemblies. Parents are asked to contact the Headteacher in this regard and appropriate arrangements will be made to support the circumstances of each request. 

Sex and Relationships 

Our current Curriculum Framework for Sex and Relationship Education taught within the area of Personal, Social, Health Education and Citizenship includes our learning expectations for pupils by the end of Key Stage 1 when most children will be 7 years of age, and by the end of Key Stage 2 when most children are 11 years old. 

Extra Curricular activities include: 

Choir 

Flute Group
Keyboard group 

Recorder group
Ukulele

Boys Singing Group

Gardening
Dance

Card Making

Sewing

Computer club

Construction

Top Trumps

Nurture

Chess
Football training

Netball training

Cricket training

Tag rugby

Multi Skills

Learning to play a musical instrument 

Many of our older children are taught to play stringed, brass, woodwind and/or percussion instruments by teachers from Kent Music . These 

lessons are a matter of choice for parents and a standard fee is charged in LA schools. Further details are available from the school office or from Mrs. Jones, our Specialist Music Teacher. Pupils in Year 5 are also taught to play the fife and all instruments are purchased for the children by the school. 
School visits 
During the school year children will have the opportunity to take part in educational visits away from Cage Green, this may involve a study locally, or a visit further away. Parents are informed well in advance about each visit and the school undertakes a risk assessment for all visits to assure the highest possible standards of safety for the pupils, Staff and helpers. 
Information about educational visits is included in the Parent Pamphlets for each term. 

Charging and Remissions Policy 

The Headteacher and the Governors have issued a Charging and Remissions Policy as required by the Education Act. 
The Act has prohibited schools from making charges for most activities within school hours, with certain exceptions (e.g. instrumental music lessons). 

There is a Remissions Policy, which offers remission of charges for those exceptions for parents who are in receipt of Income Support, Family Credit or Housing Benefit. 

A copy of the Charging and Remissions Policy is available at the school for any parent who wishes to see it. 

Cars and the local neighbourhood 

The area around the school becomes extremely congested at both the beginning and end of the school day and Parents are therefore encouraged to walk with their child and leave the family car at home. 
The school grounds are private property in the sense that they are owned and kept by the Local Authority for children’s use. It is important to be aware that you may not be insured against accidents on private property. 

Dogs 

Dogs are not permitted inside the building and on the playgrounds unless prior authority has been sought from the Headteacher.  Guide Dogs would be the exception.
Smoking 

Cage Green has a non-smoking policy in operation both outside on the school site and inside the building. 
Parental Complaints 
The school values highly its partnership with Parents and where a constructive relationship between the home and the school exists, the child is the main beneficiary and this aids his/her educational progress. There are occasions when parents do have concerns about their child’s schooling and the vast majority of these problems are dealt with amiably and constructively by the child’s class teacher, or by the Headteacher and/or other senior members of staff. Very occasionally, a parent’s concerns cannot be sorted out informally in 

this way and therefore it may be necessary for it to be resolved through the formal complaints procedure adopted by the Governing Body that is responsible for handling complaints other than those relating to admissions/exclusions and SEN for which there are statutory procedures. 

Educational Standards 

Tests and Assessments 

The National Curriculum sets out what children should learn between the ages of 5 and 16 in both Primary and Secondary Schools. The whole curriculum is split into four age groupings called Key Stages; Cage Green Primary School covers three Key Stages: 

Early Years Foundation Stage (ages 4 – 5)

Key Stage 1 is for pupils up to Year 2 (ages 5 – 7 years) 

Key Stage 2 is for pupils up to Year 6 (ages 7 – 11 years) 

Attainment targets are set for areas of study for each subject in the National Curriculum. For example, in English, targets are set for speaking and listening, reading and writing. The pupils are assessed by their teachers throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 against those targets. In addition, the pupils are assessed at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2) and Key Stage 2 (Year 6). The national standard Tests and Tasks identify what children have learned in the two age groups. The national benchmark for the majority of 7 olds is Level 2, and for 11 year olds, it is Level 4. 
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